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Dear Commissioners:

As the California State Assembly Republican leader, I have been following the
telecommunications industry, including competition issues and SBC Pacific Bell’s long
distance application.

Approval by the California Public Utilities Commission on September 19 of
SBC'’s long distance request was a good first step. I would now encourage the Federal
Communications Commission to move forward with a favorable vote as soon as possible.

FCC approval of this application is the right step for California consumers and the
economy in this state. More than 140 million Americans in 23 states are experiencing the
increased benefits of telecommunications competition - California should not be left
behind,

SBC Pacific Bell’s entry into the California long distance will have a positive
impact on the state. According to FCC information, nearly half the zip codes in
California have four or more competitors offering services. This kind of competition is
heaithy for business and beneficial to consumers.

The FCC should move quickly to approve SBC Pacific Bell’s pending 271
application from California.
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